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Meeting System coverage
While meeting facility objectives is an important element of overall system development, another essential 
aspect of airport system success is related to coverage or accessibility of airports and key facilities throughout 
Maryland.  It is reasonable to assume that airports should be located in proximity to existing and potential 
users. Airport coverage was assessed for each of the roles (Air Carrier, Reliever, General and Local Service) as 
well as for key operational features.  

Each evaluation criterion was evaluated for the percentage of the state’s population that was covered by a 
reasonable drive time. In addition, geographic coverage was also evaluated. In addition to Maryland airports, 
there are airports located outside the state that also provide air access to Maryland residents.   

Maryland’s airports are in excellent locations to provide service to the State’s residents and businesses.  Nearly 
95 percent of the State’s population is within 60 minutes of an Air Carrier Airport and nearly 98 percent of the 
population is within 30 minutes of a system airport.  Even with the State’s diverse geography, more than 90 percent 
of the State’s land area is within a 30-minute drive of a system airport.

MARYLAnd GeOGRAphiC And pOpuLAtiOn COveRAGe

land Area coverage Population coverage 

MD  
Airports

MD & out-of 
State Airports

MD  
Airports

MD & out-of 
State Airports Drive-times

Air Carrier Airports 66.4% 76.3% 91.4% 94.6% 60-minute
Reliever Airports 49.6% 63.2% 86.2% 92.6% 30-minute
General Airports 80.0% 84.5% 94.6% 97.0% 30-minute

Local Airports 86.6% 90.2% 96.7% 97.8% 30-minute
> 5,000 ft. Runway 55.6% 63.6% 67.9%  87.8% 30-minute
Precision Approach 42.2% 49.6% 63.5%  83.2% 30-minute

Precision and  
Non-Precision Approach 87.1% 88.4% 98.1% 98.3% 30-minute

Nearly 95 percent of the State’s population is within 60 minutes of an Air Carrier airport.
Nearly 98 percent of Maryland’s population is within 30 minutes of a system airport.
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Recommended Development Plan
The development plan resulting from the MASP planning process compared existing facilities and services 
at system airports to the facility and service objectives identified for each airport based on its recommended 
functional level/role in the system.  Facility and service objectives represent facility and service goals based 
on recommended roles, and the types of users anticipated for each functional level of airport in the system.  
Through the comparison of existing facilities, recommended functional level, and facility and service 
objectives, specific development needs were identified for each system airport.  Development needs include 
all infrastructure development projects and project costs associated with bringing each system airport into 
compliance with the facility and service objectives for its recommended role.  Airport improvements associated 
with increased geographic coverage were also included.

The following table presents a summary of the project costs and phasing broken down by airport categories or 
roles presented throughout this study.  Total estimated costs for all recommended system projects amount to 
more than $167 million.  The split of overall development between the short, mid- and long-term periods is 27 
percent, 41 percent, and 32 percent, respectively.

REcoMMENDED PRoJEctS:  coStS AND PHASING SUMMARY

Airport category Short term
(1-5 years) 

Medium term
(6-10 years)

long term
(11-20 years)

Commercial Airports $0 $0 $0

Reliever Airports $31,354,000 $39,491,000 $1,250,000

General Airports $11,091,000 $25,950,000 $53,004,000

Local Airports $3,082,000 $2,545,000 $0

SYStEM  totAl $45,527,000 $67,986,000 $54,254,000

The recommended development plan provides a framework through which the MAA can improve the 
performance of the existing and future airport system.  These costs represent estimates of the infrastructure 
necessary to allow system airports to adequately serve their current and future system role.  Other costs 
associated with the preservation of the airport system and the routine maintenance of existing facilities 
may also be incurred.
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